
North Branch City Council  

Work Session 

 

Date of Meeting:   April 21, 2016 

Present:  Councilmembers Theresa Furman, Kathy Blomquist, Joyce Borchardt, 

Robert Canada, and Kirsten Hagen-Kennedy. 

Also Present:   City Administrator Konrad, Finance Director Hill 

_____________________________________________________________  

I.  Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

II. Dave Swanson Driveway 

Konrad explained the requested by Dave Swanson to expand his business on the corner of 

Golden Avenue and 396th Court.  He is requesting driveway access on to Golden Avenue.  

The approval of the plat specified that there was no access allowed onto Golden Avenue.  

This request asks for a driveway onto Golden Avenue.  Furman asked why no driveways 

were allowed onto Golden Avenue.  Konrad indicated she did not find any discussion 

covering that.  Borchardt said that she would be concerned with backing onto busy streets.  

Council consensus was to allow the access on to Golden for appropriate traffic flow on the 

site.  Konrad noted this item is on the Council agenda for Monday night. 

 

III. Transportation Committee Info 

Konrad explained that in early 2015 there was planning with WSB for access to the 

industrial park and existing conditions.  WSB was asked to put together a task list in order 

to get Mn/DOT to approve some kind of access to the interstate at 400th Street.  A 

Transportation Committee was formed and meetings were held to discuss both this access 

and an east side bypass.  Two priorities were discussed, the west side access into Interstate 

Business Park and the east side access to Interstate Business Park to get truck traffic out of 

downtown and into the business park.  Konrad noted that after discussions, the 400th Street 

is too close to the North Branch exit to meet federal regulations to do full access there on 

the west side.  Konrad noted that the Committee decided to work on an overpass but retain 

enough property so that a full interchange could be built in the future, if possible.  Konrad 

noted that the committee had selected option 2 (Jeffrey Avenue to 400th Street) as the 

preferred option for the east side bypass.  The Planning Commission felt option 4 (Harvester 

Avenue to 400th Street) was the best option and the EDA felt option 2 was the best.   

Konrad reviewed next steps as recommended by the Committee.  Council discussed the 

difficult construction going through the sod field area and limiting access on the Harvester 

option.  Furman asked when some of these suggestions come to fruition.  Konrad explained 

that no one is proposing a project because there is no money for a project but staff is 

seeking direction on whether planning for a the accesses should start so that, when the 

money is available, the City is ready for a project.  Furman asked what happens if this 

Council establishes direction on this matter and another Council steps in and their direction 

is different and the City has spent money on plans.  Konrad indicated that it is always 

possible that a new Council can change direction.    Konrad will have WSB review the 

previous memo outlining tasks for the west side option to see if the tasks will change if we 

look at an overpass only at this time.  She will have them provide pros and cons of options 

2 and 4 for the east side by pass. 

 

IV. Casselberry Development/ESSBY Housing Offer 

Konrad explained the proposed development.  They are proposing six single family homes 

fronting on Cherokee Avenue.  Canada indicated he would not be in favor of waiving fees.  

Blomquist would be okay with waiving sewer and trunk fees but would like further 

discussion on other fees.  Furman would ask how much the legal and engineering fees 
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asked to be waived are.  Hill indicated that there are no outstanding legal or engineering 

fees because they have already been paid.  Hill noted this is an EDA decision.  Konrad noted 

that the recommendation is reduction of fees to 2014 levels.  Borchardt said she is against 

all of them.  Hagen-Kennedy said she is for all of them.  Furman said that R2 is still three to 

six units and that is not in compliance.  Furman said she is not okay with the assessments 

and she is concerned with cost of the land.  Furman asked if the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee was unanimous.  Hagen-Kennedy indicated it was.  Furman would like to 

look at the density because per acre density concerns her.  Hagen-Kennedy indicated there 

is not consensus on the issue.  Konrad indicated that they were asking for sewer and trunk 

fees at 2014 fees.  There was consensus to agree to that but no consensus on assessment 

waivers.  Furman said at Water & Light Mark said there was nothing to know or decide by 

Water & Light at this time.  Konrad will report to the developer and let Council know the 

status.  Hagen-Kennedy asked all Councilmembers to really think hard about the possibility 

of losing a development if the City is not willing to negotiate.  She noted that she has never 

met the developers but she worked with the Committee and walk by it and it looks like a 

ghost town over there but you will able to see the homes from the County Road.  Borchardt 

commented that there is no reason why it could not be developed as originally planned.  

Furman said she loves the idea of one house on one acre but her concern is with the zoning.  

Furman said she likes the more land but she’s in conflict with the zoning. 

 

Motion by Furman, seconded by Blomquist to adjourn. 

 

Adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 


