
North Branch City Council  

Work Session 

 

Date of Meeting:   January 21, 2016 

Present:  Councilmembers: Theresa Furman, Kathy Blomquist, Joyce Borchardt, 

Robert Canada, and Kirsten Hagen-Kennedy. 

Also Present:   City Administrator Konrad, Public Works Director Williams, Engineer 

Gustarson and Finance Director Hill 

_____________________________________________________________  

I.  Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

III. Roll Call 

 

IV. Engineering Service 

Konrad noted that Council had asked to bring back discussion on going out for RFPs for 

engineering services.  During the previous discussed there were concerns about the service 

from WSB.  Konrad then noted that there was a staffing change and things have been better 

but Council had asked this to come back for discussion.  She noted that Lee Gustafson has 

been assigned to work for the City and he has been very responsive and there are no 

concerns.  Williams agreed that service has improved.  Hagen-Kennedy said she appreciates 

that WSB made a change to improve things.  Hill provided information on the cost of 

changing consultants.  Council consensus was to continue with the services of WSB. 

 

V. Minimum Maintenance Road Designation 

Williams provided an overview of the process for designation of a minimum maintenance 

road.  He requested Council consider designating 415th Street from Keystone Avenue to the 

dead end as minimum maintenance.  Konrad explained the vacation process if Council 

wanted to pursue that option. Council and staff discussed the process and reviewed the 

location on the map and agreed to move forward with the minimum maintenance 

designation. 

 

VI. Habitat for Humanity Project 

Hill brought forward discussion regarding donation of the sewer access and trunk fees, 

building permit fees and park dedication fees for the Habitat For Humanity project.  The 

EDA will be holding a hearing on donation of the lot for construction of a home for a 

disabled veteran.  The Council was in support of waiving the fees. Hagen-Kennedy provided 

an update that there is a company that is going to be donating the furnishings for the 

home.  Donations are coordinated through Habitat and she is hoping the community 

supports the construction as well.  Hagen-Kennedy noted this is a home for a veteran and it 

is great to have this happening.  Konrad noted that WSB has donated the surveying cost to 

survey the lot and there are other businesses as well stepping up to donate to help make 

this happen.  Formal approval will be on the next regular session agenda. 

 

VII. Annual Code of Conduct Review 

Konrad noted that the Code of Conduct requires an annual review and that is why this is on 

the Agenda.  Konrad noted she had made the change requested in December regarding the 

committee appointment process.  Council commented on the difficulty with existing Council 

discussing and appointing commissioners when a new Council is starting in January.  

Furman would like to add a timeframe for the annual training required to have them watch 
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the video and sign the Code of Conduct.  The changes will be made and the item added to 

an upcoming Agenda. 

 

VIII. Goal Setting Structure 

Konrad noted that goal setting is set for the second work session in February.  Konrad 

asked Council to submit goal ideas for 1 year and 3-5 year goals to be added to the 

discussion . 

 

Motion by Hagen-Kennedy, seconded by Canada to adjourn. 

 

Adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Bridgitte Konrad, City Administrator 
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