
Shiawassee River REstoration Project

In the spring of 2005 it .became obvious to all •• of.us that WE were
in danger of losing the dam. After years of effort to find funding to
restore the dam it .became just as. obvious that no one was going to help
us with the costly upgrades and repairs thCit w.ere nEeded. When
emergE:ncyrepairswerenEeded to I<eep the dcun frpmfailing, a 'nLJmber of
pri\f~tE citizens. donab:;d orpIE~g~dm()neyn~Eflec:lt()rnaI<6.thosefEpairs
an~vve.V\lEr~.)al:>le•• b~) ••. avoid.• what.()therwise•.•.•.• vvouldihtilve.been.· ••~••.•••• flisaster.
It. yv~s•.••.~.•.~()ut •.th.is.•.••••ti.me••th.at••.• ·th.e•••.•..Villtilge •• lea.rf1Ed•.••.••t~c:lt ••. ful"lding ••••rni~ht ••••be
a\failabl~~()••••~Elp· .•·U!5Se>IvEE·this.prolJle.111 ..()nC:E andfof••• an,.. an~·.toPEfhaps
impro"eR·(jf ••riv~rintl1epf()t:e~s.. ••... .... .. .•• ...••.•..•. .. i ......... .•.•..••••.•.•••..•••••..•.•..'

VVe=baveaU prob~bIY.·hEarclthatdams ?Ire not9?od for>the, .....
ec()IO~i(:~.lh~~lth()f .. ari"er~. Tbi.sl~ .• prol:>~blytl1E;mainr~a!i()n\l\lhY ..•00 one
was ""illin{t tp"help USfestore .the.dffim,. they•• W()uldrather.. th~t •.itjustbe
reme>V'Ed..•• QbViously,Just•.•removing. the..•• dCirn •.• C3ndl()sing.the.·••• ·ShoV\iboatis
notclrealistic option. .50 the trick is, how do you remove.' the dam but
l<eepthebackWaters. '.10 recent yeafs the~i~nes()ta[)N~has perfected
what is known as a flock Rampf()f passingi\Ncalle~earadie>ther non'"
jumpers over dams.• The •• Rock.Rarnpisesse...ticlll~:ra .man .made rapids
that is· designed to pro",ide the right combin.ati()n()f.fe~tingpoolsand
small.riffles so they can be easily navigated .• ~yV\1alleyeandotheffish
moving up and down the river. By starting the top. of the rapids at the
height.of the Existing dam, the backwaters behind the dam remain
unchanged.

The key to designing a rocl< ramp<is tol<eepthe speed that the
watef flows clown the' rapids slow enough to ensure it does not create a
velocity barrier that blocks. fish passage. .Walleye are relatively slow
swimmers and so are particularly susceptible to velocity barriers. In order
to slow the V'tfatef, a SEries ofbouloef weirs are built across the rock
ramp. Deeper pools of relatively still water form betwEEn the weirs, giving
the fish a safe plaCE to rest before making the effort to cross over the
next weir. These pools and riffles create habitat for morE than just
walleye. In Minnesota they are also used to create new spawning habitat
for Lake Sturgeon. Currently efforts are underway to restore lake
sturgeon to the Great Lakes basin. Part of that effort includes research
to determine where these 40-50 year old fish may still be spawning. The
orange buoys scattered below thE dam this spring are attached to egg
mats that haVE beEn placed by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and are' part of that
rESEarch.



Changing the focus of our efforts from Dam Restoration to River
Restoration has opened doors to funding that was not available, to us
before. It has.also given us the opportunity to make an improvement to
the river that will be felt well beyond our community. MDNR Fisheries
~eUevEs that this will' ultimately lead to habitat improvement and increased
walleye populations all the way from Owosso to Saginaw Bay.

WE flEEdyour'heJp to EnsurE that this program is sUCCEssful We
are in need of .funds.to pay for the engineering portion, of this project.
WadeTrirn(our engineering firm) has assured U5 that grants are available
to fund the construction phase of this project. We nEed to come up with
approximately $105.000. We have received pledge cO,mmitments from
many dedicated citizens. but are shortof.ourgoatPlease consider
donating to this cause. TheShiawas$ieeRiver Restoration Project
affEcts so many. in our community and communities upstream and
d,ownstream.PleCisE be a' part of the effort to improve our beautiful
ShiawassEeRiver for our kids and their kids to enjoy for years to come.
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Shiawassee River Restoration Project
Village a/Chesaning, JJOOW: Broad Street, Chesaning, MI 48616

Donation Form
First Name: -~ Last Name: ~ ~ ~__

Company/Business ~ ~ ~~ ~ Amount of Donation _

Address: __~~ ~ ---- ~ ~ ~ _

City ---------- State Zip Code Phone _

_______ I wish to remain anonymous, do not include my name on list of donors.


